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Abstract: This seminar will describe an application of the SOLO taxonomy in 
assessment and discuss the outcomes. SOLO was used to evaluate qualitatively students’ 
responses to a writing task. 

Biggs and Collis (1982) developed the SOLO (Structure of the Observed Learning 
Outcome) taxonomy. For a clear description, see Biggs (1999). SOLO provides a 
systematic way of describing a hierarchy of complexity or sophistication in the learning 
demonstrated by learners. It describes five levels or stages of understanding (pre-
structural, uni-structural, multi-structural, relational and extended abstract). Stage 
characteristics focus on the extent to which learners recognise the relationships and 
connections amongst the elements of knowledge they are acquiring. 

In this application, SOLO was used in ACST201, a core unit in the BAppFin and BBA 
(Finance) programs, and a popular elective for accounting, economics and other EFS 
students. 

Your feedback on this experiment will be welcomed. Some samples of students’ writing 
will be provided so that you will be able to experience using the SOLO framework for 
evaluation. 
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